
30 November 2017 Term 4,   Week 9 

ACTING PRINCIPAL 
Mr Dean Estreich 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

Tomorrow at 11:15am we have our final liturgy for the year in Holy Rosary Church. 
This is an opportunity to thank God for all we have received and achieved 
throughout the year, and is a special way to acknowledge our students and staff. 
All St Mary of the Cross families and our Parish community are welcome to join us. 

While it has been another busy year, it has also been very rewarding. I sincerely 
thank all in our school community who have supported our students and staff 
throughout the year. Without everyone coming together we would not achieve all 
the fantastic things that we have at St Mary of the Cross. Thank you! 

I wish all families finishing their time at St Mary of the Cross all the best with their 
future endeavors, especially our Year 6 students. I hope that all families have an 
opportunity to celebrate the holy season of Christmas together, remembering that 
Jesus is the reason. May all families have a peaceful Christmas and a happy New 
Year. 

Have a peaceful break, 
Dean Estreich 
Acting Principal 
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Christmas Mass times for our Parish: 
Reconciliation: Friday 22 Dec at 7pm Holy Cross Church 
Vigil Mass: Sunday 24 Dec - Carols at 6pm followed by Mass at  
  6.30pm at Holy Cross Church followed by supper 
Midnight Mass: Sunday 24 Dec at Holy Cross Church (Italian & English) 
Morning Mass: Sunday 25 Dec at 8am St Anne’s Church 
 
The 6:00pm Christmas Eve Carols and Mass on Sunday, 24 December, 
will be a children’s Mass.  Fr Jose would love to see as many children 
as possible at this Mass where they will have a special role to play.  We 
hope to see you there.  
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Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

The weeks of Advent remind us to set aside some of the hectic business of the 
holiday season, and to quietly reflect on the promise of the baby born in Bethlehem 
2000 years ago.  

God so loved the world that He gave his one and only son. John 3:16 

Advent is often spoken about as a time for ‘waiting for the coming of Jesus at 
Christmas’. Perhaps we could consider that it is a time when God is waiting for each 
of us; to come and sit with him and acknowledge the light of the Christmas star in 
the darkness, to give thanks for the gift He gives to us. 

The month of December is a time of year when the days are growing warmer and 
our lists are getting longer. Often we become weary and even a little overwhelmed. 
Amidst the busyness of the business of Christmas, we need to hear the invitation 
from Jesus to ‘come to me, you who are weary and I will give your rest.’ 

May each of you this Advent find moments of peace, hope, joy and love ‘one in 
Christ’. 

May you and your families receive the many blessings of the Christ child in your 
hearts and homes this Christmas. 

With Every Blessing, 

Mrs Josephine Hill  
(Acting APRE) 

ACTING ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL (APRE) 
Mrs Josephine Hill 

MONDAY 15th January 

9am to 3pm 

TUESDAY 16th January 

9am to 3pm 

WEDNESDAY 17th January 

9am to 3pm 

THURSDAY 18th January 

9am to 3pm 

FRIDAY 20th January 

CLOSED 

$5 includes a sausage on 
bread, popper & snack. 

STARTS BACK 
FRIDAY 

2nd FEB 2018 

School banking has 
FINISHED for 2017. 

School banking starts 

THURSDAY 
1st FEB 2018 
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Dear Parents, 

We have come to the end – again! May the holidays be filled with lots of good things for you and your 
family.  Here are a few suggestions for free, fun, non-screen things to do when you get a few spare 
minutes! 

Map out your backyard  - one child hides a few ‘treasures’ and then draws a map of the back yard so 
their siblings can find them. 

Paint rocks and sticks – the rocks can be ‘pet rocks’ and the sticks can be turned into a mobile. 

Be a pet detective – challenge the children to follow their pet around the back yard without the pet 
knowing.  Then write a story, ‘A day in the life of  (pet’s name). 

Backyard picnic – pack up a basket with sandwiches, fruit, and a drink and enjoy a picnic lunch in your 
own backyard. 

Fairy garden – collect mini flowers, sticks, rocks, sand and moss to make a mini fairy garden.   Twine, 
sticks and bark can be used to make little furniture.  Create it in an old shoe box or similar. 

DIY paint – discover the wonders of making paint from crushed up rocks, sand and plants.  Just add 
water. 

Nature scavenger hunt -  write a list of things your children might find outside, then send them out 
to find them. 

You could also try painting a Christmas candle to use as a part of your family Christmas celebration. 

THE LEGEND OF THE CHRISTMAS CANDLE 

Many years ago, a cobbler and his wife lived in a cottage on the edge of a village in Austria. They had 
few possessions, but whatever they owned, they shared with others. Symbolic of this generosity and 
love of all people was the lighted candle they placed in the window of their cottage. 
Over a period of years, war, famine and destruction fell upon this little village - and yet, through it all 
the cobbler and his wife suffered far less than the other villagers. "Surely there is something special 
about them, they are always spared from our misfortunes," said the villagers. "Let us put candles in 
our windows and see if that is the mysterious charm." 
Now it happened that the first night that candles were lighted in the windows of every home was 
Christmas Eve, and before the first rays of the morning sun, a messenger rode into the village to bring 
the great news - peace had come! That Christmas Day there was amazement and awe in the hearts of 
the humble villages. And, as they thanked God for the blessing of peace, they said to one another: 
"Let us always remember to light candles on the evening of Christ's birth." 
And now, many years later, this beautiful custom of placing a lighted candle in the window on 
Christmas, has spread all over the world, sending forth a message of love, hope and cheer. 

Thank you for your support over the year.  I look forward to working with you all again, on a 
Wednesday, next year.  Have a safe and happy holiday with all the blessings of Christmas to carry you 
into a wonderful 2018. 

Mary MacKillop says, “Wherever you may be this Christmas, I wish you a very happy Christmas and a 
bright and happy New Year – happy indeed in the love of God and true peace.” 

God bless, 
Sr Anne Cannon 
School Pastoral Worker 

LAWN BOWLS 
Some of our students joined others from Holy Cross for a season of Lawn 
Bowls, compliments of the Windsor Bowls Club.  Please support them if 
you can.  We had a great time, learning the finer points of the game and 
then competing for the championship.  Thank you to the parents who 
joined us on that day. 
Team KKJ were the Champions.  Congratulations to Jade Mercer, Joanne 
Webber and Kathleen Hopkins. 
Superstars won the Silver medal.  Congratulations to Zosia Coulton, 
Violet Carew, Rocky Jones and James Woodsford.  Special thanks to this 
team who played with an extra person each week, so that two people 
bowled only onc, in each game. 
Sea Creatures took home the bronze medal.  Congratulations to Jett 
Ryan, Chris Simpson and Thomas Dooney. 
Eye of the Storm – Jett Parnell, Ted McGinley and Zac Cano were great 
team players throughout the season. 

PASTORAL CARE CORNER 
Sr Anne Cannon 

NOVEMBER 

30th Harry 

DECEMBER 

12th Jack 

26th Eloise 

Thank you to those families 
who contributed so 
generously to the 
Christmas Appeal.  Your 
gifts will make someone’s 
Christmas so much 
brighter.  The bright 
Christmas clothing that 
some children donned also 
brightened up the day for 
the residents of Windsor 
Aged Care as we sang our 
carols.  Thank you to Mrs 
McCourt for her 
preparation of the children 
and the accompaniment on 
the day.  
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Thank you to all our community for supporting our Book Fair this year. It was an absolute delight watching 
children excitedly walking out the door with a book. 

The profits that the school received from the supplier have assisted our school to purchase a significant amount 
of resources to support our students with Guided reading and Stamina reading in 2018.  

Additionally, I would like to thank the team from THE BOOK WAREHOUSE who worked closely with us to make 
the Book Fair a seamless and successful operation. 

Wishing you many hours of lounging and reading over the Summer Break.  

Mrs Josephine Hill 
(Acting Teacher Librarian) 

NEWS from the LIBRARY  

stmaryofthecross 


